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	Sutton House Society members are involved in a number of new initiatives. In preparation are two Heritage Lottery Fund applications for improvements to the Hackney Churchyard and to the historic tower of St. Augustine within the churchyard. A much-needed scheme to revamp the churchyard bordering on Sutton House depends on a £1.5 million bid for funding. Groundwork Hackney are spearheading the application and already have won £350,000 in government regeneration money towards the restoration project, plans of which were on show at Sutton House at the end of February. The Rector, Rev. John Pridmore, writes, ‘The churchyard is a wonderful asset. It is an oasis in the heart of Hackney, but it has deteriorated over the years and we want to put that right.’
	Most of the churchyard was, in the 16th century, part of the estate of Sutton House and still remains an important part of our immediate environment. A friends group is to be set up supporting the project and the next meeting is planned for 19th March. For further details contact John Houston on 020 8985 0969.
	St. Augustine’s Tower is the oldest surviving built structure in Hackney. It has been partly restored by Hackney Historic Buildings Trust but if the application of around £100,000 for lottery funding is successful further work will be carried out. Health and safety regulations need to be addressed and full interpretation facilities incorporated. Once completed the tower will be open to the public on a regular basis.
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